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Studying the cultural and educational status of women
in the Qajar era
Sahba Rajabi Astarabadi'/ Amir Akbari ¥ Omid Sepehri Rad*

Abstract

The Qajar era represents one of the most significant historical periods in Iran in
terms of cultural and social transformations. During this time, the role and status
of women—particularly in the fields of education and culture—underwent
gradual yet fundamental changes. This article, based on historical sources,
cultural documents, and content analysis of documented narratives, explores the
trajectory of the cultural and educational status of women in the Qajar period. It
begins by reviewing the status of women's education and cultural involvement
prior to the Qajar dynasty, providing a historical foundation for the analysis. It
then examines major transformations during the Qajar era, including Western
influence, the emergence of intellectual movements, the establishment of modern
schools, and the cultural activities of prominent women such as Bibi Khanum
Astarabadi and Taj al-Saltaneh. Ultimately, the article concludes that although
traditional structures marginalized women's roles, Qajar-era reforms laid the
groundwork for increased cultural awareness and social activism among women.
The Constitutional Revolution, as a major political and social movement,
significantly impacted the cultural and educational roles of women during this
period. The central research question addressed in this study is: What was the
cultural and educational status of women during the Qajar period? In addressing
this question, the research illustrates that the origins of women’s cultural
involvement in education can be traced back to this era. The aim of the study is
to trace and analyze this historical transformation. Using a library-based research
method and extensive textual analysis, the study seeks to accurately delineate the
cultural position of women in this period.

Keywords: Qajar Era, Women, Education, Culture, Bibi Khanum Astarabadi,
Literacy.
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