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Representation of gender in memoirs

(Case study: Memoirs of Pahlavi women fighters)

Somayeh Abbasi
Somayehabasil79@yahoo.com

B Abstract

The prominent role of militant women of Iran in the Pahlavi period, in the
formation and acceleration of the uprisings leading to the 1979 revolution, has
established a special historical position for them. Awareness of this prominent
position, no doubt in turning some of them to record their lived experiences By
accepting memoirs as an arena for the representation of self-identity and
narrative, of which gender is the basis, in this study, we aim to use a descriptive-
analytical approach in the conceptual framework of issues related to "Gender
identity" to answer the question of how to represent "gender" in the narrative of
women fighters in the history of the Pahlavi era. The presence of nine women in
the left and three struggles discourse under the category of Islamic ideology and
the reflection of gender identity and concerns under the category. The mentioned
discourses well show the dominance of the militant discourse and organizational
ideology over the female gender identity of these memoirs.

B Keywords: Gender, Diary, Women, Self-Biography, Gender Identity, Pahlavi
Period.
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